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The personal (or private) information contained in 
the following document cannot be used without the written 
permission of James Oscar Huggins (the Great-Grandson of 
David Huggins, the early settler of Washington County; 
the Grandson of David Huggins, the itinerant minister of 
the Baptist Church; and the Son of Relmond Calhoun Huggins 
of Perry County) or his heirs. 


Prepared by Dorothy Lee Huggins, 1974 
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The following is a brief outline of tne lives of David 
Huggins (referred to as David I), early settler of 
Washington County, and his son, David Huggins (referred 
to as David II), the itinerant preacher, and their 
descendents. 


David Huggins (I). . .Birth: date unknown (believed to 
have been about 1774). 
Married: sister of Jonn Lively. 
Fathered: eight children. 

About 1800: migrated to Illinois Territory from 
South Carolina (probably from near Pee Dee) with 
his brother, Robert (who settled in Perry County). 

1810 (or 1811): (accompanied by his brother-in-law 
John Lively) moved... 

from Randolph County... 
", ,. .were residing in the northeast part 
of Randolph, in the southeast part of St. 
Clair County. They were men of industrious, 
economical habits and had acquired consider- 
able property, consisting mainly of live- 
stock, cattle, horses, ete. Their herds 
increased and it soon became apparent that 
they must seek ‘wider fields and pastures 
new' for their stock." 

to Washington County... 
homesteaded. . ."a place on the west side 
of the timber along Crooked Creek, on the 
east side of the Kaskaskia River, about two 
miles above where Crooked Creek empties 
inte the rivers. <« «"% 

1813: The Indians living in the area began to show 
signs of becoming warlike (about the same 
time, the Rangers withdrew their protection 
of the families). 

David Huggins (I) took his family to Hill's 
Station in Randolph County (site near present 
town of Fayetteville) for protection. 

(July) John Lively (who chose to remain on his 
homestead) was massacred along with his wife, 
two daughters and one son. (Washington County 
Massacre 


SITE OF THE JOHN LIVELY MASSACRE (OR THE WASHINGTON 
COUNTY MASSACRE) 


One son, Reuben, and a hired man (Lively's 
_ nephew) survived. (Legend says: the 
hired hand hid the boy in a tree.) ‘They 
escaped to the nearest post (near present 
town of Fayetteville). 
June 26, 1829: Reuben filed for land: 
N.E., 5.2. f 16 7 SY f 35 7 AG 
Sometime between 1935 and 1958, a descendent 
of the Lively family visited with Relmond 
Calhoun Huggins. He was looking for 
descendents of the Lively family. 
Houston: name of some of the Lively 
descendents. 
1813-1814(7): David (I) resided in St. Clair County. 
1814(?)-1816: resided in Perry County (his brother 
Robert had previously settled there). 
1816: Returned to Washington County (to the same 
place he had left in the spring of 1813). 
1817 (January 22): filed for 160 acres of land: 
6.7. / 34/15 / 3H / 160 
1820: David Huggins (II) born in St. Clair County, 
May 5, 1820. Was an orphan at the age of 
14. 
1829: David Huggins (I) paid county taxes of .76 
cents. (Also paying taxes in 1829 were... 
Re G. Hugeins. . ef cents 
Lewis Huggins. . .1.53 cents) 
No taxes assessed in 1828, 
1833: David Huggins (either I or II) filed for land: 
BBs 10 / 18S / 39 / 40 ~- site of Huggins 
Cemetery 
Wis, 2 7 10 7 18 | wy 
1834: David Huggins (I) died and was buried in an 
area he had set aside for the Huggins 
Cemetery which is near Covington, Illinois. 
Huggins Cemetery. .. 

Graves unmarked (custom in those days). 

Known to have been visited by Relmond 
Calhoun Huggins and Etta Huggins 
MceClurken's family in the 1930's 
or 1940's. Present generation learned 
of the cemetery's location from these 
individuals. 

Many years later, someone bought the 
land and was going to plow through 
the cemetery, Margaret Ann (David 
TI's third wife) told him he would 
make only one sweep through it. 
David (II) had children buried there 
also David (I) and his wife (were 
buried there too). 
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18383 


1841: 


1849: 


LBAS* 
1844: 


1845: 


1846: 


1847: 


1848: 
1849: 


1850: 


“(October 13): David (II) filed for land: 


W. (corner) / 10 / 1S / 3W / 80 
(March 2): married Eliza Jane Allen 
Born: October 3, 1826 
Died: April 16, 1845 
Reuben Riley: born January 27, 1842. 

Died: December 8, 1880 -- buried: 
Hogshead Burial Ground (Pneumonia / 
Complication: alcoholism) 

Rebecah (or Rebecca): born September 2, 1843. 
David (II) was "converted to Christianity". 

United with Swanwick Baptist Church (Perry 
County). Church was organized officially 
in i843. . 

Ordained a Minister of the Gospel. 
"Yould walk from Washington County to 
churches as far away as Ava to preach." 
Pastor: Swanwick Creek (Perry County). 
Helped organize Nine Mile Baptist Association 
at Pinckneyville. 

Constitutional member and clerk. 

His churches were principally within the 
bounds of this association. 

Joon P,: bor April 1, 1845. 
Died: April 4, 1845 
(August 25): David (13 married his second 
wife, Elizabeth Nelson. 
Born: January 19, 1823 
Died: May 18, 1856 
Pastor: Delum (Perry County). 
Grand Prairie (Washington County ) 
(October): Nine Mile Baptist Association: on 
Arrangement Committee. 
Pastor: Swanwick Creek 
Delum 
Issac M.: born January 7, 1847. 
Married Syria M. Stephens, January 4, 1872. 
Pastor: Swanwick Creek. 
Pastor: Swanwick Creek 
Mount Pleasant (ashington County) 
Annual salary: $15.00 
Plumb Cresk (Randolph County) 
Pastor: Swanwick. Creek 
Mount Pleasant 
Mill Creek (Randolph County) 
Turner J.: Born May 4, 1850. 


Delegate to Nine Mile Baptist Association -- 
1871 and 1872. 
(September): Nine Mile Baptist Association 
Delivered Association address 
(Text: Matthew 28: 18=20) 


1851: Pastor: Swanwick Creek 
Four Mile 
Plumb Creek: 
"In the earlier part of the year 
enjoyed a precious revival, but since 
that time suffered from discard. At | 
present, prospects are improving. 
D. Huggins is their pastor." 
Mount Pleasant 
1852: Returned to old homestead in Washington County. 
Ephrium C.: born May 3, 1852 
Died: June 15, 1852 
(July 24): filed for land: 
s.v. 9/18 / 3 7 #0 
Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Filed for land: lot 4/16/18 / 3W / 40-24 
in Mount Pleasant 
(September): Nine Mile Baptist Association 
"The Annual sermon was preached by Elder David 
Huggins". . .(Text: Iuke 12: 15) 
Chairman of Committee of Arrangements 
and 
Member of Missions Committee 
1853: Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Became pastor of Grand Prairie, in March. 
Salary per Saturday: $1.00 
"While David was still preaching, one winter when 
the ice was so thick and his horse didn't have 
shoes, he walked to where he was to preach that 
Sunday." 
Delegate to Baptist Convention of Southern illinois 
Appointed delegate to Southern Association 
"> . )6ofeels determined to live for God, and 
desires the prayers of the Association," 
Tomis B.: born October 8, 1853. 
1854: Pastor: Grand Prairie 
Mount Pleasant 
Nine Mile Baptist Association 
Member of Arrangement of Business 
1855: (May 17): “At a convention in the village of 
Nashville, Washington County, Illinois, on the 
seventeenth (17) day of May, 1855, a Baptist 
Church (first Baptist Church of Christ in 
Nashville) was organized by Elders D. Huggins 
and E, M. Brown. Sermon by Elder Huggins." 
1856: Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Grand Point 
Nine Mile Baptist Association 
Member of Committee on Temporance 
Chairman "On American and toreign Bible 
Societies, Periodicals and Publications" 
Nelson J. (or B.): born March 14, 1856 
Died: September 28, 1856 


1857: Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Nashville 
"Resolved a portion of each Sunday should 
be spent in prayer and reading God's word." 
(April 2): married his third wife, Margaret 
Ann Harris. (Minister: Ephrain M. Brown) 
Born: March 17, 1837 
Died: (6 A.M.) October 30, 1884 
Sister of Caleb Harris who married Ida 
Friend (did washing in the spring near 
site of Lively Massacre): January 6, 
1859. (Minister: David Huggins) Ida 
Harris's (later married Belle or Bell) 
house at edge of Huggins Cemetery 
(foundation still there). 
"Referred to as 'Grandma't Belle or Bell." 
"Margaret Ann made all the family's clothing -- 
including the boys clothes. She had one 
dress which she would wash on Saturday 
night in order that it would be clean if 
her husband brought company in to dinner." 
18568: Pasteyv: Grand Prairis 
Nashville 
Robert Randolph: born February 23, 1858 
Died: March 4, 1867 
(September): Nine Mile Baptist Association 
(Vandalia) 
Chairman of Committee on Sabbath Schools. 
Report on Sabbath Schools: "Resolved: 
That the strength of parental affection; 
the interest of the church of Christ; the 
unwearied efforts of the enemies of truth; 
the value of the deathless soul, and the 
precious blood of Christ; all combine to 
urge us to more determined and persevering 
efforts to establish and sustain Sunday 
Schools, in all our churches and destitute 
neighborhoods. 
David Huggins, Chairman" 
1859: Pastor: Nashville 
1860: Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
David Monro: born: March 22, 1860 
Died: March 9, 295% 
"The eldest son of Margaret Ann attempted 
to keep the family together after his parents 
death until the neighbors complained." 
"R.C. (who was seven) recalled ‘sitting 
on top of the rail fence and crying 
when strangers came to take the little 
five year old sister Ettie away to a 
new home.” 


i 


LBL: 


1862: 


1863: 


1864: 


(October): Nine Mile Baptist Association 
Moderator 
Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Grand Cote (founded: 1861) 
(October): Nine Mile Baptist Association 
(Coloma Church) 
Chairman of Temperance Committee 
Report on Temperance: "You committee 
on Temperance would submit the following 
report -- Whereas, Use of intoxicating 
drinks as a beverage is a fearfully 
prevailing evil in our land, tending to 
destroy both soul and body, and to disturb 
the peace of communities, therefore, 
Resolved, That we encourage, both by 
precept and example, every measure calcu- 
lated to advance the Temperance reform. 
David Huggins, Chairman." 
Member of Domestic Missionary Board 
Sidney Breese: born January 7, 1862 
Died: April 15, 1877 
(October): Nine Mile Baptist Association 
Member of Arrangement Committee 
(No mentioned as minister) 
Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Helped organize Beaucoup Baptist Church 
Pastor: Nashville 
Nine Mile Baptist Association (Elkton Church) 
Member of Arrangement Committee 
and 
Member of Mission Committee 
"Your Committee on Missions, beg leave 
to report: Resolved, That we recognize with 
gratitude what the Lord has done through his 
own means, in carrying on the work of foreign 
missions, in the lands of heathenism, and we 
at the same time realize that a great work is 
yet to be done, and that a great responsi- 
bility rest upon us, his servants, in carrying 
out his great commission, to 'go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every 


creature,' and that while the Lord is inspiring 


the minds of his people to bear the Gospel to 
the heathen, we look with grateful hearts on 
the work that the Lord, by his servants, is 
performing in our midst, both by the Home 
Mission Society, and also by the Domestic 
Missionary Society of the Illinois Baptist 
General Association. This Society is now 


sustaining in this State seventeen missionaries. 


1866: 


1868: 


Resolved, That we, as an Association, 
feel it to be our duty to cooperate in the 
great work of missions, both Foreign and 
Domestic. Respectfully submitted. 

David Huggins, Chairman" 

Member of the Committee on the Duty of 
Churches to their Sick Brother and Sister. 

"Your Committee on the Duty of Churches 
to their sick Brethren and Sisters, beg 
leave to report: 

While we, your committee, see that in 
our midst, oftentimes, that there is a great 
lack or neglect on the part of Brethren and 
Sisters to give that aid and comfort which 
the Gospel directs, in taking care of attending 
on the sick in their afflictions. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the churches 
(or members thereof,) to be more careful in 
visiting the sick and afflicted in their 
troubles and distresses, and especially those 
of the household of faith. 

Elder D. Huggins, Chairman." 


Aided in the founding of Oak Grove Baptist Church 
Theodosia: born June 2, 1864 

Pastor: Grand Cote Prairie 

(October): Nine Mile Baptist Association 


(Vandalia) 
Officially organized Sabbath Schools 


Emma Agnes: born April 4, 1866 


Died: March 7, 18735 
(Spinal Meningitis) 
"Thought to be tne smartest". 


Pastor: Lively Grove 
Willington Duff: born January 16, 1868 


"As children, David Monro and Duff had heard 
tne story of the Lively Massacre." 

"Duff lived in a cabin at the edge of the 
woods on a hill several hundred feet from 
the banks of the (Okaw) Kaskaskia River 
near Minden Prairie (seven miles west / 
five or six miles north of New Minden)." 

"Had a dutch oven in the chimney for 
baking bread." 


1869: 
LEeTO: 
LST. 


LST2: 


"Reported that while looking around a 
stump (near the Kaskaskia River), found 
in it an Indian (or early settler's) 
cache which contained gold watches 
wrapped in a bear skin." 
Pastor: Lively Grove 

Mount Pleasant 
Pastor: Lively Grove 

Mount Pleasant 
Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Nine Mile Baptist Association 

Presented Introductory Sermon (on Saturday: 
Text: I Corinthians 4:9) 

and Sunday Night Sermon (Text: Matthew 7: 
24-29) 

Delegate: son Turner J. 

Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
(October): Nine Mile Baptist Association 

(Nine Mile Creek Church) 

Sunday Marning Sermon: (Text: Zechariah 8: 
25 

Delegate: son Turner J. 

"The Mount Pleasant Church complained in her 
letter of the action of the Grand Point 
Church, respecting their pastor, Rev. D. 
Huggins, and, on motion, a committee of 
nine was appointed, to whom was referred 
the letters of the two churches." 

"Your committee, called to examine the charges 
of Mount Pleasant Church against the Grand 
Point Church, in the case of Elder David 
Huggins, report as follows: 

1. We find, in evidence, that Robert 

Davis was excluded from the Grand Point 

Church on Saturday before the first Lord's 

day in November, 1868, for lying, and that 

he was restored to the fellowship of the 
church on Saturday before the second 

Sabbath in December, 1871. 

2. That the veracity of Eld. David 

Huggins was involved, in that Davis stated 

that he saw Eld. Huggins in Nashville on 


Wednesday of the second week of the Circuit 
Court, held in Nashville in the fall of 1868, 
in one Brown's store, and that the Eld. 
Huggins told him certain things, all of 
which Eld, Huggins publicly denied. 

The evidence on the church books and the 
testimony submitted, was to the effect that 
David Huggins was in Nashville during that 
term of court, and was seen at the public 
well and in one McElhannon's store; also in 
the store of E. Brown, thus involving a 
contradiction of Eld. Huggins' word. 

3. It is the opinion of your committee 
that it was the duty of the Grand Point 
Church, inasmuch as this subject has been 
before the Association for three of its last’ 
sessions, to have called in good judicious 
brethren, from sister churches, to have 
consulted with them in the final settlement 
of the Davis case. 

4, It was the duty of the Grand Point 
Church to have given official notice to Eld. 
Huggins and the Mount Pleasant Church, which 
she failed to do. 

5. That in no case does the testimony 
fix the day on which Davis said he saw Hid. 
Huggins, and but one, the place, and in 
that one there is very strong evidence to 
show that it was at another time when he 
saw D. Huggins in Brown's store. There is 
no testimony as to the conversation said to 
nave occurred, convicting Eld. Huggins. 
Your committee are of the opinion that the 
testimony does not meet the case, and was 
not sufficient to justify the action of the 
Grand Point Church. 

6. It is the opinion of your committee 
that it is the duty of Grand Point Church 
to give satisfaction to the Mount Pleasant 
Chureh and to Bro. Hugrins," 

D. P. French, Chairman 

Etta Bell: born May 20, 1872 
Died: July 3, 1940 
1873: Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Oak Grove 
Pleasant Grove 
Relmond Calhoun: born January 5, 1873 
Died: May 24, 1958 (Perry 
County) 
"elso tmown ae *Rel* and °R.C,!." 
Married: Ethel Lane Smith -- August 20, 1899 
Born: August 12, 1879 
(Washington County) 


Parents: James and Mary 


Jane Smith 
Died: August 28, 1938 (Perry 
County 


"Mary (Kellerman) Huggins said that her 
parents, Henry W. Kellerman and Etta 
Redfern (who were about the same age as 
R.C. and Ethel) knew (or had seen) R.C. 
and his future bride (when they were 
still courting). They reported R.C. was 
‘distinguished looking! and Etnel was a 
"black haired beauty'. (The families 
lived near Round Prairie.)" 

Children: Mabel: born September 19, 1901 
Married Ira Norris (later 


devorced) 
James Oscar: born October 27, 1902 
Married: Mary Kellerman -- September 
21, 1926 


Children: Dorothy Lee 
Shirley June 
Married Raymond Polentz -- 
September 26, 1952 
Children: Jane Ann 
Married Richard 
Walker 
Children: 
Steven Richard 
Aaron 
Mary Joan 
Married Jack Mathis (devorced) 
Children: John David 
James Michael 
Married Donald Spence -- June 5, 
1967 


Orville 0.: born July 21, 1905 
Married Ida Turner (deceased) 

Died: June 4, 1954 (Compton, California) 

Mary Genevieve: born October 25, 1906 
Died: (Pinckneyville) 

Relmond Delan: born December 3, 1909 
Married: Geraldine Hall (deceased) 

Story told by R.C.: 

"Several of the Hugsins children were play- 
ing in the yard. One was in an empty 
rain barrel, another had a small plank. 
As the one in the barrel would rise and 
peek over the edge, the other would strike 
the top of the barrel. One of the boys 
used an expression, his mother (Margaret 
Ann) coming out into the yard told him 
not to say it again. He replied the boy 
in the barrel had said a worser thing 
than that. Dave (David Monro) had hit 


him on the head before he could duck 
back down, and he said, 'gol demmit!'" 
As young men, R.C. and his older brother, 
David Monro, shared a cabin in the woods 
about six miles north of Pinckneyville. 
R.C. told this story of an incident that 
happened: "Something kept getting in the 
cabin which had no glass in the windows, 
One night Dave loaded a shotgun and put 
f§¢ next ta the bed, (Then he left for 
Some reaSon.) R.C., still in the cabin, 
heard him returning through the woods, 
He locked the door and bolted it -- then 
crawled into bed. After knocking at the 
door and yelling for "Rel", he went 
around to the window. Rel looked up, 
aimed the shotgun and said, "Now I've 
got you ! {" Dave's answer, "Rel ! 
It's me -- it's mei {§" 
1874: Pastor: Mount Pleasant 
Nine Mile Baptist Associational Missionary 
"Margaret Ann may have had a miscarrage. (David 
Monro thought something had happened.)" 
1875: Pastor: Georgetown 
Pinckneyville 
Nine Mile Baptist Association (Du Quoin) 
Member of Resolutions Committee 
Half-time Missionary (Salary: $400) 
", ,. econtributed one-half of the state 
proportionment to the General Association." 
Hld. D. Huggins, the missionary of the 
Association, made the following report: 
"Brethren, for the labor. performed by 
me during tne past year, I have 
receipted the Board for two hundred 
dollars. 

One hundred of that I received in 
cash, and the other hundred I donated 
to the Society. 

I have traveled one thousand, three 
hundred and seventy-five miles, 
preached one hundred and fifty-two 
sermons, delivered eight exhortations, 
baptized one, visited one hundred and 
forty-nine families. This report I 
respectfully submit as your unworthy 
missionary, 

D. Huggins" 

1876: Pastor: Lively Grove 
Ella: born September 7, 1876 
Married Hd Rich 


1877: David (II) died on April 23. 
Buried in Huggins Cemetery near Covington. 
(October 14): Memorial service at Lively 
Grove Church. Preacher: Elder J.C. Wilson 
Nine Mile Baptist Association (Pinckneyville) 
Committee on Obituaries read Obituaries of 
Hid. Ds HUeeins. « + 


Hild. D. Huggins 

"Brother Huggins has passed away. It has been observed 
that in the last few years, many of the most gifted and 
useful of our distinguished men, in both Hemispheres, have 
departed and are now in the Spirit World. 

For the subject of this notice, his family and friends 
and Christian brethren cannot claim a world-renouned reputa= 
tion. His good and manly character and Christian excellencies 
have not been so widely spread as those of other distinguished 
leaders and educators of the people. But it is confidently 
believed that the character and virtues of Elder Huggins 
deserve as high a place in the hearts and affections of those 
of us who knew him, as any of the great of the Earth who now 
slumber in the dust. His family and Christian friends can 
and do claim for him that deep and earnest care for the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of the race that should and 
does give him an abiding place in the confidence and affections 
of all who knew hin. 

David Huggins had an honorable but humble parentage. 
His parents settled in Illinois in territorial times, when 
the facilities for culture were very limited. His ancestors 
were from South Carolina. They were cultivators of the soil; 
and he was brought up in that ancient, honest and honorable 
employment, and was distinguished for his industrious habits 
of life. He was born in St. Clair County, Illinois, May 5, 
1820, and was one of eight children left in early life, by 
the death of their parents, to the cold charities of the 
world. 

Elder Huggins was but fourteen years of age when he 
was left an orphan and measurably without means. The family 
was soon dissolved and dispersed through the country. David 
Still adhered to agricultural pursuits, but was not able to 
enjoy the necessary privileges to attain that measure of 
educational culture that would have armed and provided him 
with the power of a far more extended usefulness among his 
fellow men. It is believed that he possessed more mental 
and moral endowments, and such as were capable of every 
comprehensive culture, and which were cultivated by himself 
in his humble and lonely condition, to such an extent that 
he became a great power amongst his fellow men. He was a 
faithful student, a lover of general knowledge, and gathered 
information from everything around him. He would have been 
a great scholar in Science if he could have enjoyed the 
advantages of a highly cultivated society to live in. But 


his great forte was Bible and Religious Culture after his 
conversion to Christianity, and especially after the Holy 
Spirit called him to the Ministry. He took a deep and 
profound interest in the study of the Holy Scriptures and 
all religious books that threw light on his pathway in the 
Moral World. It is a source of profound gratitude, to 
many of his warm personal friends, that such a man as 
Elder Huggins was given to the world. 

It may be observed that in his parentage he was 
fortunate. He was of good ancestry, and was a natural- 
born gentleman. He had a good first birth; was soundly 
converted to Celebi ame oy and had a good second birth; and 
therefore became a great and good citizen and Christian 
leader A large share of the vital and active influen 
of Elder Huggins was to elevate the standard of real Son bed 
among the people, but stimulating high mental training in 
connection with a pious life. He was converted to Religion 
about the year 1844, and soon gave promise to the Church 
that his mission was a consecration to the Gospel Ministry. 
He united with the Swanwick Baptist Church in Perry County, 
about the year 1844, and was ordained a Minister of the 
Gospel in 1845. 

He was a constitutional member of the Nine Mile 
Baptist Association, and labored principally, during his 
ministry, within tne bounds of that Association. He was 
highly esteemed by those with whom he labored, and was 
Pastor of quite a number of churches. 

He continued to cultivate the soil as an occupation 
for some years in Perry County, and had a young and growing 
family dependent on his exertions. He, however, after his 
ordination, gave himself up to the Master's work; and while 
the claims of his family called him to the field, the Good 
Spirit called him on the Sabbath, and often at night during 
the week, to give his soul powers to the cause of his 
Redeemer. In os D. 1852 he moved to Washington County, where 
he continued to reside until his death. It was the peculiar 
fortune of Elder Huggins to grow stronger and stronger in 
the confidence and affection of the church for which he 
labored for many successive years. Christianity had made 
its mark upon him; and he was indeed a Gospel man, and what 
might be called a model and genuine Baptist, sincere in all 
his ways. 

The evidence that the whole scope of his life was to 
please the Lord is, that our brother in Christ was not a 
sectarian, in the popular sense of the term, but he loved 
the Baptist Cause and the Baptist people; and if the belief 
and practice of Baptist principles can be relied on to make 
aman great and noble, Brother Huggins, under those principles, 
moved by the influence of the Holy Spirit, attained to a 
high standard in Christian Manhood. 

In his outer course with other Christian brethren, he 
was in all matters firm, cheerful and independent. For the 
sake of fraternal love and good will, he made himself polite 
and companionable. But let it be said to his praise, and to 


the praise of his brethren and the cause of the Master, 
that in principle, Brother Huggins, as a servant and 
messanger of Christ, knew no departure. 

He hewed to the line. There was no show-work in him 
in his dealings with mankind in the Gospel. It can indeed 
be said of him that he never handled the Gospel deceitfully. 
As might be expected, Christianity made its mark also in the 
social and domestic relations of our dear brother. As a 
friend and neighbor, no man could excel him. It would seem, 
indeed, that he would not permit a friend or neighbor to be 
better to him than he was to them; and hence lived and died 
surrounded by a large circle of devoted personal friends. 

He was happy, as all good, Christian men are, in his 
domestic relations, He was married three times; and it is 
believed that God blessed his life with three noble women. 
He became the father of a numerous family of sons and 
daughters, and among them he was the center of attraction 
and affection. He was devoted to his family and did all 
in his power to elevate them in the scale of being here, 
and to prepare them for the higher walks and enjoyments 
of a Christian life. And may the Gaod Lord now inspire 
all his children to follow in his footsteps, to imitate 
his noble example, and to strive by lives of virtue and 
Christian excellence to meet him in the Spirit Land, and 
make in the skies one unbroken family. We find ourselves 
now compelled to accept the afflicting hand of the Lord 
in removing our brother from our midst. We would indeed 
be glad to have had his stay protracted; but we come to 
the end of his history, and we too must say he has gone to 
the land of rest. His last affliction, and that which 
terminated his life was of but few days, but was very 
painful. He was rational to the last, and conscious that 
the summons had come for him to depart and be with Christ, 
He knew he had fought a good fight, had kept the faith, and 
was ready and willing to be offered up. 

He told his wife and children that he feared death 
and Judgment no more than going to sleep. A while before 
he departed, he sang that beautiful humn, ‘Tis I, be not 
afraid,' and then exhorted the family and friends that 
were around him to be faithful and firm in the Lord. After 
bidding them all adieu, on the morning of the 23d of April, 
1877, he rested in the arms of his Savior." 
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The material for this document has been collected 
from many different sources. But the majority of the 
material came from two origins. .. 


David Huggins (II) Holy Bible (used during his itinerant 
ministry), dated: 1853. 


Memories of the people who knew them: (to these I want to 
add a personal thanks) 
Mr. and Mrs. James Oscar Huggins of Fullerton, California 
Mrs. Lily Van Zant of Pinckneyville, Illinois 
Mr. Relmond Calhoun Huggins (deceased) 
Mrs. Ernestine Wilson deceased) and her sister, Jessie 


Other sources included: 


History of Washington County, 1879. Brink, McDonough and 
Company, Philadelphia, 1879. (Corresponding Office, 


Edwardsville, Illinois. 
"Covington Settlement": Kaskaskia River (at crossing 
of the old 'trace' between Kaskaskia and Peoria). 


The 'Little' Blue Book of Washington County, Illinois. 
Prepared by J. J. Hawkins, County Clerk, June 1, 1933. 


"Yashington County (Civil History). From 1812 to 1817 
Weshington County was a parcel of St. Clair County. In 
1817 the Legislature in session at Kaskaskia passed an 
act forming the County of Washington, establishing its 
boundaries within the lines now encompassing the counties 
of Clinton and Washington. In 1827 the Legislature 
passed an act forming of the north half of Washington 
County the County of Clinton. This constitutes the 
history of the legal subdivision of Washington County 
from the days when it was, in law and in fact, part of 
the great state of Virginia to the time above mentioned, 
when Clinton County was formed off a part of its 
territory. 

Standard Atlas -- Washington County -- Illinois. George A. 

Oagle and Company, 1905. 


Land Records Entry Book, Washington County. 


While searching the records the following were also 
recorded as filing for land: 
Rachel Huggins: March 1, 1841 -- N.E. S.W. / 10 / 
Ls f SW / TO 
James Huggins: March 18, 1841 -- sw / 10/18 / 3w / 40 
Henry Huggins: July 24, 1852 -- NE. SW. / 9 / 1S / 3W f 
40 
Lewis Huggins: 1833: SE. / 15 /1S / 3w / 40 
1836: NW. / 15 / 1s / 3W / 40 
1830: W. / 35 / 18 / ow f &O 


Marriage Record (PB. Washington County. 
Contains one of David Huggins (11) original marriage 
certificates. 
Marriage Record (C), Washington County. 
Death Record (1), Washington County. 
Minutes of the Annual Meetings of the Nine Mile Baptist 
Assocation: 1858, 1861, 1864, 1868, 1869, LOO, 


1871, 1872, 1875, 1877, 1865. 
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